Summer Reading List – Incoming 8th Graders
(Class of 2027)
Bishop Hendricken High School

Directions: All students are expected to read during the summer in preparation
for their English class. CP-1 students will read “The Crossover”, and Honors
students will read BOTH “The Crossover” and “Code Talkers”. If you have any
questions, please reach out to Ms. Melissa Andrews, English department
chairperson, at MAndrews@Hendricken.com

1) The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop
all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell.
He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball
in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and
furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. Josh and
Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules
comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for
the entire family.

2) Code Talkers by Joseph Bruchac
“Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo code talkers were a
crucial part of the U.S. effort, sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that
used their native language. They braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with
their code, they saved countless American lives. Yet their story remained classified for more
than twenty years. But now Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults
through the riveting fictional tale of Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a
code talker. His grueling journey is eye-opening and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel
honors all of those young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and it honors the culture and
language of the Navajo Indians.”

