
Summer Reading List – Incoming 12th Graders 
(Class of 2025) 

Theme: Making Your Mark 
Bishop Hendricken High School 

 

Directions: All students are expected to read during the summer in preparation for their English 
class.  All CP and CP1 students are to read one book from the list of 6 choices below, and all 
honors students are to read two books from the list.  Students can expect a summer reading 

test during the first week of classes. 
 

NOTE FOR AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION STUDENTS: You will be completing a separate 
assignment that was distributed before the end of the 2023-2024 school year.  Contact Ms. 

Andrews with any questions about this assignment.  
 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Ms. Melissa Andrews, English department 
chairperson, at MAndrews@Hendricken.com.  

 
1) The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini (Fiction) 

“The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of 
his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of history, The Kite Runner transports readers to 
Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change and destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it is 
also about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an 
exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies.” 

 
 CW: Depictions of Violence.  

 
2) Educated by Tara Westover (Nonfiction)  

“Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in 
a classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the 
children received an education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became 
violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest 
for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to 
Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way 
home.” 

 
3) All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr (Fiction) 

“Marie-Laure lives in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where her father works. When she is 
twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where 
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be 
the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an 
orphan, grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find that brings them news and 
stories from places they have never seen or imagined. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing 
these crucial new instruments and is enlisted to use his talent to track down the resistance. Deftly 
interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, Doerr illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try 
to be good to one another.” 
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4) The Road by Cormac McCarthy (Dystopian Fiction) 

“A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in the ravaged landscape save 
the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when the snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. 
Their destination is the coast, although they don't know what, if anything, awaits them there. They have 
nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they 
are wearing, a cart of scavenged food—and each other. The Road is the profoundly moving story of a 
journey. It boldly imagines a future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, "each 
the other's world entire," are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is an unflinching 
meditation on the worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate 
tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation.” 

 
CW: Depictions of Violence 

 
5) The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien (Semi-Autobiographical 

Fiction) 
“A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto 
the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, 
and the redemptive power of storytelling.   The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: 
Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim 
O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of forty-
three.  Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has 
become required reading for any American and continues to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact 
and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing.” 

 
6) The Complete Maus: A Survivor’s Tale by Art Spiegelman 

*Note: Students are to read the ENTIRE set of Maus- it is sometimes 
published in parts, students are to read both part 1 and 2.  
 
“A brutally moving work of art—widely hailed as the greatest graphic novel ever written—Maus recounts 
the chilling experiences of the author’s father during the Holocaust, with Jews drawn as wide-eyed mice 
and Nazis as menacing cats. Maus is a haunting tale within a tale, weaving the author’s account of his 
tortured relationship with his aging father into an astonishing retelling of one of history's most 
unspeakable tragedies. It is an unforgettable story of survival and a disarming look at the legacy of 
trauma.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 


